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Un-manned Satellites on Postage Stamps: 46
By Guest contributors Don Hillger and Garry Toth

Galileo

Still others depict Galileo Galilei
as well as the satellite or the
probe (e.g. Nicaragua Scott
This is the forty-sixth in a series of articles about un-manned 1985c). The first of the Galileo
satellites on postage stamps. This article features the postal items was issued in 1990,
Galileo planetary mission to Jupiter and some of its moons. several more appeared in the mid
Galileo was launched with and deployed from space shuttle -1990s, and others were issued
Atlantis (STS-34) on 18 October 1989. The Galileo satellite is even later. Several of the Galileo
named after Galileo Galilei (1564-1642) who did pioneering postal items are miniature
work in the development of the telescope, which he used to sheets, which include the satellite along with other notable
make the earliest detailed observations of the moons of spacecraft.
Jupiter.
The Galileo mission consisted of both an orbiter and an
entry probe, and in fact, the probe was the first one to enter
the atmosphere of one of the outer planets (Jupiter in this
case). The probe was approximately cylindrical in shape,
1.24 m in diameter and almost 1 m in height. Heat shields
protected the package, which descended through the
atmosphere by parachute, similar to the descent to the
surface of Venus of the large probe from Pioneer-13. The
Galileo probe entered Jupiter’s atmosphere in late 1995,
after a 6-year journey from Earth.

One item in the Galileo
checklist is Comoro Islands
Scott 275 and a related
souvenir sheet Scott 275a.
Both items were issued in
1977, long before Galileo
was launched.
These
postal items look forward
to a “Jupiter lander” at
some point in the future, a
role that Galileo fulfilled. Galileo was the first Jupiter
mission to include a lander/probe that we see in the
futuristic rendition on these Comoro items.

The Galileo orbiter was the sixth spacecraft to explore
Jupiter, but the first to orbit the planet. (Previous
explorations of Jupiter included the missions of Pioneer-10 The Galileo mission finally ended in 2003 with the spacecraft
and 11, Voyager-1 and 2, and Ulysses.) The Galileo orbiter plunging into Jupiter to avoid possible contamination of any
consisted of a spinning section and a despun section for of Jupiter’s moons with microbes from Earth.
instruments that had to be pointed. The spacecraft was 9 m
long, with a 4.6 m diameter high-gain antenna. Power was
Abkhazia Mi349 (1999)
provided by two radioisotope thermal generators located at
the ends of short booms, similar to those on Pioneer-10 and
Pioneer-11.

Benin 678 (Mi500) 1990

Galileo is featured on many postal items.
Some of them show the entry probe and
parachute (e.g. Guinea Republic Scott C172a,
as above). Others show the satellite still
attached to its booster stage (e.g. Bulgaria
Scott 3627 depicts Galileo still attached to the
booster stage, along with the shuttle
16
Atlantis).

Bulgaria 3574 (Mi3875) 1990
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A checklist of postal items (as exampled right) showing the
Galileo satellite (http://rammb.cira.colostate.edu/dev/hillger/
galileo.htm) is available on the Website developed by the
authors for the un-manned satellites featured in this series of
articles
(http://rammb.cira.colostate.edu/dev/hillger/
satellites.htm). E-mail correspondence is welcome. Don Hillger
can be reached at don.hillger@colostate.edu and Garry Toth at
gmt.varia@gmail.com.

Burundi 758d (Mi1851)
2000

Central African Republic
973 (Mi1442A) 1990

Above Chad 718a (Mi1636A) 1997 Below Chad 923a (BL326A) 2001

Gambia 2174f
(Mi3286) 1999
Guinea Republic
BL2457A 2014
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Guyana 2874g (Mi4926) 1994
Micronesia 344s (Mi739) 1999

Malagasy 996a (BL149A) 1990 Mali 687a (BL_A68A) 1995

Nicaragua 1986 (BL210) 1994 Solomon Isl 1660 (Mi2722-2725) 2014

Tuvalu 1076 (Mi1468-1471) 2008
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Nevis 1542 (Mi2302-2307) 2008

